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Centre for literature in Prague

‘e US election
killed social
media for me’
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Mimi Zeiger

‘I thought
games would be
the bliss zone of
architecture’
Nick Leavy

‘From a plant’s
perspective,
manmade borders
don’t exist’
Kentaro Kurihara
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Large circular voids unify the headquarters’ three levels.

Encrypting
the Office
Promontório joined forces with
Vhils to create an office building
with an intriguing façade.

Text Ana Martins
Photos Fernando Guerra / FG+SG

As one approaches GS1 Portugal’s
new headquarters from the east,
the building is a work of art.
Embossed concrete panels form
a giant sculpted façade that is
transformed as the sun or the
viewer’s position changes. When
one walks towards the right,
however, the concrete fortress
slowly becomes a transparent
glass house and the intriguing
and intricate art work gives way
to straightforward architecture
as the floor-to-ceiling glazing
distributed between the concrete
panels is unveiled.

The project, which involved
the renovation of an obsolete
1980s office building, was the
result of a collaboration between
Portuguese architecture firm
Promontório and renowned
street artist Alexandre Farto,
widely known as Vhils. Located
on technology campus IAPMEI
on the outskirts of Lisbon, the
old building was stripped to its
concrete core and given a facelift
that reflects the very object of the
company it houses, the Portuguese
counterpart of the international
standards organization that

promotes and implements VR
codes and other identification
systems. As Farto puts it: ‘The art
work plays with several concepts
like the act of encrypting and
decrypting.’
The 1,750-m2 building
features a showroom, auditorium
and media lab on the ground
floor. The first floor includes open
space workstations, meeting isles,
closed offices and two call centres,
while the second floor boasts a
terrace, pantry and dining area.
The interior design integrates the
pre-existing concrete structure

with new workplace solutions
and cutting-edge technology.
Architect Pedro Appleton, director
of Promontório’s Lisbon office: ‘The
rawness of the exposed concrete,
as well as the absence of false
ceilings, with exposed cable trays
and ductwork, contrasts with
the comfort and tactility of the
materials and finishes such as
linoleum, cork, textiles and carpets.’
promontorio.net

